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choice would almost invariably fall upon that at Rameswaram. In no
other temple has the same amount of patient industry been exhibited
as here; and in none unfortunately has that labour been^so thrown
away, for want of a design appropriate to its display. It is not that
this temple has grown by successive increments; it was begun and
finished on a previously settled plan, as regularly and undeviatingly
carried out as Tanjore, but on a principle so diametrically opposed to
it that, while the temple at Tanjore produces an Affect greater than
is due to its mass or detail, this one, with double its dimensions and
ten times its elaboration, produces no effect externally, and internally
can only be seen in detail, so that the parts hardly in any instance
aid one another in producing the effect aimed at.

'Externally, the temple is enclosed by a wall 20 feet in height with
four gqpurajns, one on each face, which have this peculiarity, that they
alone, of all those I know in India, are built wholly of stone from the
base to the summit. The western one alone, however, is finished.
Those on the north and south are hardly higher than the Wall in which
' they stand, and are consequently called the ruined gateways. Partly
from their form, but more from the solidity of their construction,
nothing but an earthquake could well damage them. They have never
been raised higher, and their progress was probably stopped in the
beginning of the last century, when Muhammadans, Marathas, and
other foreign invaders checked the prosperity of the land, and destroyed
the wealth of the priesthood. The eastern fagade has two entrances
and two gopurams. The glory of the temple, however, is in its corri-
dors. These extend to a total length of nearly 4,000 feet. Their
breadth varies from 20 feet to 30 feet of free floor space, and their
height is apparently about 30 feet from the floor to the centre of the
roof. Each pillar or pier is compound, and richer and more elaborate
in design than those of the Parvati porch at Chidambaram, and
certainly more modern in date.

'None of our English cathedrals is more than 500 feet long, and
even the nave of St. Peter's is only 600 feet from the door to the apse.
Here the side corridors are 700 feet long, and open into transverse
galleries as rich in detail as themselves.   These, with the varied devices
and modes of lighting, produce an effect that is not equalled certainly
anywhere in India.   The side corridors are generally free from figure
sculpture, and consequently from much of the vulgarity of the age
to which they belong, and, though narrower, produce a more pleasing
effect.   The central corridor leading from  the  sanctuary  is adorned
on one side by portraits of the Rajas of Ramnad in the seventeenth
century, and, opposite them, of their secretaries.    Even they, however,
would be tolerable, were it not that within the last few years they have
been painted with a vulgarity that is inconceivable on the part of the
descendants of those who built this fane.   Not only these, but the whole
of the architecture has first been dosed with repeated coats of white-
wash, so as to take off all the sharpness of detail, and then painted
with blue, green, red, and yellow washes, so as to disfigure and destroy
its effect to an extent that must be seen to be believed.

' The age of this temple is hardly doubtful.    From first to last its
style, excepting the-old vimdna, is so uniform and unaltered that